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DNA iest conipany
to open in Ireland

By Graemoe Hnll_[_ £

= NATesting —as seen ln TV

Y B talk shows to settle pat-

ernity dispuies = s to be
sold In Ireland [or the first time.

A company specialising in thoe
technology is planning to open
offices in Dublin within Uve next
few weeks and is expected to
charge arcund €300 per test,

Dan Leigh of DMNA Solutions,
which provides tesis for ITV's
Trisha sliow, sald that although
the company had not yet sec-
ured premises, he was confi-
dent that the tests would be
available befare Christmas.

“We hope to apen in Dublin
wilhin the next three weeks,”
he said.

DMNA testing has hit the head-
lines recently with the contro-
versy  surrounding  Britain's
home secretary, David Blunkett,

Mr Blunkett Is involved In a
high-profile paternity case, with
reports that tesis had been
used to confirm that he is the
lather of a two-year-old.

Actress Liz Hurley and lennls
star Boris Becker are among
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sUits has prompiad a firm
witich cames oul DA tests 10
Dogn operations: in Dublin

celebrities wha have alse heen
involved in high-profile DNA
testing cases,

Mr Leigh said the company,
which haz offices in Britain,
Argentina, New Zealand and
Holland, had declded to open in
Ireland after receiving querles
from Irish men,

*We servied around 1,000 peo-
ple last year,” he said.

“There's quite a blg market
there, we think,

*The Industry is becoming
more: and more popular be-
cause with the technology, come-
panies can do the test guicker
and more accurately. I's in the
news a lot as well.”

Advances in DNA technology
have made the Lesting process
considerably easier and results

can be had within [ve davs.

“They [elignts] ean submit a
blood sample if they wish but
we eould Hreeally pluck oot =
hadr and test 1t that way,” Mr
Leigh said.

"Most people choose 1o gel a
mautly swak,”

However, a criticism levelled
at the DNA testing industry is
that is has contributed Lo the
break-up of families,

While Mr Leigh admitted that
there was a "lot of controversy”
in the issue of paternity testing,
he added thal “we think that we
dir good work”™,

“At the end of the day we are
providing a service that keeps
everyone honest and equal,” Mre

Leigh said.
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